MARINE DAY CONFERENCE
PLANNING A COASTAL STUDY
On the shore and in the classroom

© S. Savage 2015

Science, Geography and Literacy Field Study Workshop for Key Stages 1 and 2 Teachers

Planning a coastal study
Date: 09:30 – 15:30 on Thursday 25th June 2015
Reserve

Venue: Adur Activity Centre & Shoreham Beach Nature

Field Study Leader:
Steve Savage (Shoreham Beach Nature Reserve Education Officer, Wildlife Author & Environmentalist)
Hosted by the South East Learning Associates
Aims: The day is an opportunity for teachers to:






Find out why the seashore makes a fascinating and engaging topic
Plan a cross-curricular Coastal and Marine topic for Key Stages 1
and 2 pupils
Take part in practical fieldwork activities (including classifying living
things, habitats, vegetated shingle and tide pools) along a stretch of
coastline
Discover how to use web based resources and digital hand held
devices to view and interpret maps and collect, analyse and present
information
Bring the excitement of the seashore into the classroom

About the day
The day is an opportunity for Key Stages 1 and 2 teachers to examine the new primary science and geography
curriculums with regards to planning a Coastal and Marine topic.
Part of the day will be spent undertaking fieldwork activities on the Shoreham Beach Nature Reserve which will
involve a 2 mile drive from the Adur Outdoor Activity Centre to the eastern end of the nature reserve. Following
lunch back at the Activity Centre teachers will work with Steve Savage and The Field Work Team on tailoring a
science coastal and marine topic for their own pupils that incorporates a range of science based and crosscurricular practical learning activities.
All teachers attending will receive a Coastlines & Marine Key Stages 1 and 2 Resources pack.
Planning to attend?
Please complete and return the attached booking form by Friday 12th June 2015.
The cost per delegate is £99 + VAT

For more information about this event contact:
Phil Bracegirdle – South East Learning Associates
E-mail: pbracegirdle@segfl.org.uk or Tel: 07801709409

”Bring the excitement of the seashore into the classroom”

08:45

Arrival and coffee

09:15

Welcome and introduction

09:30

Session 1: About Coastlines and Marine Habitats
Session Leader: Steve Savage
This session looks at our diverse and ever changing coastline. This is a visual introduction
to marine habitats, coastline, coastal processes, wildlife, maritime history, global
conservation issues and our ever changing relationship with the sea. This session
includes a look at the cross curriculum opportunities for a marine based topic and includes
case studies from previous marine topics.

10:30

Coffee - an opportunity to network and meet the presenters

10.45

Session 2: Field Study activities at a local beach
Session Leaders: Steve Savage and Phil Bracegirdle
A practical session on the beach at Shoreham Nature Reserve. We will undertake some
practical activities that you can run on the beach with your class. This will include a focus
on the beach habitat including rare vegetated shingle, intertidal zone and wildlife.
Examining beach pebbles, sand and coastal processes. We will also collect some
stranded marine objects that will form part of the afternoon session

12:45

Lunch (Please bring a packed lunch.) Possibly have lunch on beach if weather is fine.
Includes time to return to centre.

13:45

Session 3: Planning a coastal study topic - Bringing the seashore in to your
classroom
Session Leader: Steve Savage
This practical session will be based around 3 activities that can be used to explore
seashore topics in the classroom. These activities can be used as a follow up or preseashore visit activities or they can be part of a classroom based project. The three
activities will be secrets of the seashore – stories of the objects cast up on the beach, sea
related myths a folklore, the limpet game about life on the shore

15:15

Plenary – Be safe!
Beach safety and group management of pupils. Present guidance and procedures for
educational visits, with specific regulations for beach visits.

15.30

Finish

”Bring the excitement of the seashore into the classroom”

The beach workshops were very popular based round the vegetated shingle, tide
pools, beach pebbles and strandline.

Before returning to the centre for the afternoon sessions, we collected some of the
strandline objects cast on the beach which we would use in one of the afternoon
workshops focusing on activities that could be done in the classroom.

FEEDBACK
We received some great feedback from schools both on the day and through the
evaluation forms, all either marking the quality of the presentations and workshops,
workshop materials and the usefulness of the conference to their role in the school
as either outstanding, good or a mixture of the two.
Sample evaluation form replies below.

2016
We are planning to run the conference again next year. All delegates
said they would be interested in attending next year conference and all
participating schools will be contacted early 2016 with details and an
invitation to suggest topics and workshops for next year’s.

